










The New General Plan Will Restrict Our Right To A Rural Lifestyle – (Article Continued from Page 2)
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to allow ourselves to be forced into 

an Orwellian maze or prison of urban 

confinement and we will not. What is 

perhaps most amazing is that these 

few but well organized individuals are 

attempting to enforce these draconian 

policies under the guise of pseudo-envi-

ronmentalism. They hide the true impact 

of their plans from us in politically 

correct platforms that say nothing. Most 

of us know that an urban green mindset

is inherently in conflict with a rural envi-

ronment; Humboldt County along with 

it’s many advantages has enough challenges, 

let’s not add an ill-researched and poorly 

thought out plan of forced urbanization to 

the list. What may work well in the cities 

is often absurd in the country. We must 

refuse to be simply labeled with some kind 

of cultural bar code that arbitrarily says 

who we are and where we can live.

 

We are, of course, obligated to protect our 

environment. Our water, land and wildlife 

are gifts that must be preserved with the 

utmost of care. The answer to legitimate 

environmental questions however will not 

be found by forcing our children into cities

and the shattering of the dreams they 

have been promised. The one-size-fits-all 

plan being advocated by a very active and 

vocal few results in a Wal-Mart like plan 

that suggests we live in rows of identical, 

homogenized, cubicles. At HumCPR we 

firmly assert that we deserve better and 

moreover that we can do better. We will 

only find solutions to these challenges 

through creativity, innovation, and the 

truly public process that has been grossly 

missing from the General Plan process.

 

Many of the proposed provisions contained

in the new county General Plan will make 

it virtually impossible to build on an 

existing parcel you might already own 

let alone find a piece of land to buy. The 

county Planning Department leadership 

is turning the permitting process into a 

morass of bureaucratic maneuvering. 

Approval mechanisms for obtaining 

various permits, including building permits, 

are being turned into a discretionary 

process, with vague criteria for approval. 

This makes your permit subject to the 

whim of whichever county employee 

happens to get your file. Worse yet is the 

potential of a process that may cost the 

average homeowner tens of thousands of 

dollars just for permitting and take ten 

years to complete. Could it be, with so 

much cost and delay, the county’s hope is 

that the public will become so discouraged 

by the process they will simply give up and 

go away? 

 

The County Assessor is joining in on the 

fray by refusing to recognize legal parcels 

and add the proper owner to the tax roll.  

The Assessor’s unwillingness to recognize

many valid deeds is harming many property

owners in Humboldt County. Owners 

who want to build may not be recognized

by the planning and building departments

and may not be able to get permits. 

Individuals may not be able to sell their 

land because the Assessor is not recognizing 

their ownership. 

During the past year and a half the 

Humboldt Coalition For Property Rights 

has grown from a fledgling group of 

vocal and passionate high school students 

incensed by a poorly thought out 

moratorium on rural home building into 

the largest group of it’s type in Northern

California. With approaching 3,000 

members from all walks of life and across 

the entire political spectrum, we are your 

friends and your neighbors, all of whom 

have come together to demand that our 

local politicians respect the will of the 

people and not undermine the rural 

character and nature that is the very 

essence of Humboldt living.

We invite you to peruse our first newsletter.

Please make yourself aware of the issues 

that confront our community.  We have 

done our best to present many of the basics

 on these pages.  In the end we hope that 

you will join us in our efforts to preserve 

our right to make our own lifestyle 

choices and to forge a better future for 

our families and ourselves.

Randall Sand & Gravel  •  707-923-2820

What are Property Rights?

PROPERTY RIGHTS: The right to life is the source of all rights-and the 
right to property is their only implementation. Without property rights, no other rights 

are possible. Since man has to sustain his life by his own effort, the man who 
has no right to the product of his effort has no means to sustain his life. 

The man who produces while others dispose of his product is a slave.
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Rural Living
HumCPR is a group of individuals that has as its goal the preservation of Humboldt 

County’s traditional rural property rights. Congratulations to the 2008 winners for 

their ability to communicate to the viewer the essence of Humboldt County’s traditional 

rural lifestyle.  HumCPR wishes to thank all those who paticipated in its’ first annual 

Rural Living Photo Contest. Photo contest prize money was made possible from the 

generosity of HumCPR members for the exclusive purpose of this photo contest.  

Log onto www.humcpr.org and click on the “Photo Contest 2008” link to view the 

winning photos in full color detail.

Photo Contest Winners
Congratulations!

Capturing the Essence of Rural Living

2008

1st Place – $400 – Jamie Hull
 “The thing I love most about Humboldt County is that it seems to have 
the perfect balance of urban and rural areas and lifestyles. And great 

areas to take beautiful pictures in!”

2nd Place – $150 – Joel Canzoneri 
“I have always been made aware of the responsibilities associated with rural living. The 

ranchers and dairymen I have lived next to have always reinforced this. There is a continuity 
thread binding us rural dwellers through time. Each successive steward of the land shares a 

responsibility to tread lightly and respect rural residential opportunities.” 

3rd Place – $50 – Jerrod McCluskey
”I guess rural living to me is the best way of living imaginable. Being able to go in your 

backyard and climb a tree, or go hunting and fishing weekly with your dad and 
brother – these are just a few ways of living in our rural area that I enjoy. I love Humboldt 
and everything it offers my friends and I. Keeping its traditions alive is of utmost importance 

to me. The picture is of my friends out on a raft on a neighbor’s lake at our cabin. 
We were doing a little fishing before dinner was ready.”

1st 2nd 3rd
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