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5740 TIMBERLAND CONVERSIOR
AE 1117 Review, Board of Forestry
Conversion Regqulations
14 CAC 1103.7 {(Ccestal Zone Conversions)

The AB 1111 review has resulted in 3 recommendation for substantiel amend-
ment of the subject section {beginning on page 19 of the review:, This
section, at times in the past, hes been somewhat sensitive and contro-
versial. Therefore, it seemed advisezble to briefly point out and explain
the reasons Tor the recommended changess.

The existing reguiation for coastal zone conwersion for other than forest
product processies plants set certain conditions. These conditions incluce
Timiting the conv.-sion to 15 2cres and more than 500 feet from zny timbar-
land preserve zom.. The governing statute {n the Coastel Comservation Act
(PRC 30243) Vimits coastal conversion for other than forest’ product facilities
only to areas of less than a "unit of commercial size” (of timberland).

Consequently, zuthority is lacking for the 1imits of area and distance in

the existing Board of Forestry regulation. In addition, the present regula-
tion results in a problem, and ambiguity of law and regukation where the
conversion area 15 larger than 15 acres but smaller than the “unit of commer-
cial size" or zomed as other than coastal commercial timberland, as determined
b¥ the regional coastal commission or specified n the Tocal certified coastal
plan.

The recommended staff proposal would resolve this problem by replacing the
15 acres and 500 feet with the following conditions:

1) The conversion area shall not be within an economic size unit as determined
by the coastal commission or its sucCessors; arnd

2} The conversion permit shall be conditioned upon isssance of a Coastal
Development Permit; and

3) The conversion shall not be for uses that wouid haws substantial adverse
impacte on coastal resources as judged by the Director or the Board of

Forestry upon appeal.
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