





“Smart Growth” — A Solution Seeking a Problem uysc. o

In the last several years in the planning
field, there has been much hype
surrounding “Smart Growth.” It has
been marketed as a cure-all for the
shortcomings of traditional zoning.
With the goal to prevent suburbia,
Smart Growth is a trendy “new and
improved” version of urban-influenced
community development.

Smart Growth is a regulatory tool

that focuses on the form of the built
environment with the goal of producing
a specific type of place. It is an attempt
by planners to control human behavior
by virtue of design. There is definitely an
aspect of social engineering in this “new
urbanism.” However well meaning, it can
tend to create a Disneyland effect.

Specifically, Smart Growth regulates
building design, street and lot layout,

as well as building type, size and
placement among other things. Elements
include requiring front porches in order
to “encourage” social interaction and
narrow streets with trees close to the road
to “tame” automobiles. It also creates
crowded and busy communities by
reducing distance between homes and

(Custer’s Stand ... Continued from pg. 6)

by our poopy paradoxes, just as David’s
home becomes a more comfy castle as it
more closely resembles nature. .

Thoreau would likely agree that we
need more feedback loops in our lives,

placing business and retail space among
residential areas. It seeks to reduce use
of automobiles by reducing parking
spaces. Everything from street lamps,
landscaping, color schemes, siding, to
trim are strictly controlled.

Plan that allows for unique, organic
development rather than duplicated living
areas that simply provide “workforce
housing.” The spirit of our county is
innovation, self-sufficiency and individuality.
And, Humboldt County does not have

Smart Growth tends to be a one-size-fits-all approach. It was designed specifically

as an urban planning tool. It ends up being a conformist requirement that usurps

property rights, overcrowds our cities, and makes our communities look like many

urban downtown areas. It was not meant to be used in a rural setfing like Humboldt

County, and it is not something that the citizens of our County have asked for.

Smart Growth tends to be a one-size-fits-
all approach. It was designed specifically
as an urban planning tool. It ends up being
a conformist requirement that usurps
property rights, overcrowds our cities,
and makes our communities look like
many urban downtown areas. It was not
meant to be used in a rural setting like
Humboldt County, and it is not some-
thing that the citizens of our County
have asked for.

Humboldt County deserves a General

not just fewer laws. Watersheds know
and do better than state Water Quality
Control Boards at the work they do. We
need more attention to nature’s give and
take to model the feedback we ourselves
desperately need. Abundance is not for
sucking from watersheds, nor for flushing

the “problems” that Smart Growth
seeks to solve.

Many of us live in Humboldt County
because we reject the suburbia-lifestyle
reminiscent of such places as San Fernando
Valley or the East Bay: Houses spread in
every direction separated by strip malls,
and work is many miles away from home
requiring endless hours spent in traffic.
While Smart Growth seeks to prevent
this type of development, Humboldt
County is not susceptible to it because

into septic tanks. It’s not for uncivil
disobedience either. We have to discuss
and converge on the higher laws—and
simpler pleasures—that will make us all
healthier and happier to obey.

As usual, Thoreau said it best. When his

of our steep topography, separation of
communities by our rivers, bays and
wetlands. This, along with our vast public
lands, sensitive biological areas, seismic
zones, landslide and flood prone areas
limit or prevent development in most
areas of our county. These are all natural
controls on sprawl. This is why we don’t
have it here now, and why it can’t exist in

the future.

The economy of Humboldt County
also prevents sprawl. Our challenging
economy limits the number of people
who choose to live here. There are not
enough jobs to attract any kind of large
numbers of people. That in turn limits
the demand for development. These are

the economic controls on sprawl.

The elements that drive the reactionary
movement called Smart Growth are absent
in Humboldt County. This is the reason
that “urban planners” don’t need Smart
Growth schemes here. Efforts toward

its adoption in the General Plan Update
should be abandoned. We need responsible
development standards that fit the
Humboldt Lifestyle, not catchy slogans
that hoodwink the citizens of our county.

friend and respectable neighbor, the Har-
vard philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson,
came to visit him in jail, Emerson politely
enquired, “Why are you here?” Thoreau
answered, “Why are you not here?” Thoreau
could rebel against anybody, and so must
we, even against our nearest and dearest.
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The draft general plan is here!!!

Call your Supervisor today and let them know you want a choice.

Visit Humboldt CPR online at www.humcpr.org or email us at humcpr@gmail.com — (707) 268-8773
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Living in the Hills of Humboldt County :, . coma

As most of
you know,
rural living is
both a gift and
aburden. I
wouldn’t trade it for the world, but there
are certainly moments when I wish the

garbage truck would roll up to my drive-
way so I didn’t have to deal with hauling
three months’ worth of stinky garbage to
the dump.

I’ve been living in the hills “off the grid”
(no conventional power source) for five
years now. Before I became a land agent, I
spent fifteen years working as a biologist in
the woods and hills throughout Northern
California. After all those years of surveying
for fish and wildlife habitat, I now get to
practice what I preach as a rural land-
owner, living with neighbors of salmon,
bears, mountain lions, and spotted owls.

From my travels abroad, I now realize
how few of us have the luxury to live on
acreage, without hearing traffic or seeing
the neighbors next door. I believe this
gift gives us a certain responsibility to

be good stewards of the land. There are
three things that each of us can do to be
good stewards — and they all have to do
with containment.

Many of us live “off the grid” and must
be self-reliant to set up our power sources.
If you are like me, you probably have to
store fuel to run your farm equipment,
generators and off-road vehicles. Do
you have 110% secondary containment
in case your fuel tank leaks? If your fuel
storage is anywhere near a stream, pond,
well or spring, I encourage you to get

secondary containment for your tank.
Ask your petroleum provider to outfit
you with a steel pan to support your tank.

Current prices for a 240 gallon tank are

Next, garbage, fertilizer, and domestic
animal feed are important items to keep
in bear-proof storage areas. One of the
best ways we can keep bears (and other

“From my travels abroad, | now realize how few of us have the luxury to live on

acreage, without hearing traffic or seeing the neighbors next door. | believe this

gift gives us a certain responsibility to be good stewards of the land. There are

three things that each of us can do fo be good stewards — and they have to do

with containment.

approximately $640.00 and $1,000.00 for
a 500 gallon tank. When you consider the
potentially hundreds of thousands you’ll
have to pay in environmental cleanup
and fines if you spill fuel into a waterway,
the price of a secondary container

seems cheap. Not to mention, you could
accidentally contaminate someone’s
drinking water or kill off salmon and the
insects they rely on.

Join the Fight for Property Rights!

—

HUMBOLDT
W24 TITLEG.

Your Partner in Title and Escrow

pesky wildlife like foxes, raccoons and
skunks) away and successfully feeding on
their own in the wild is by reducing the
temptations for them. Unsecured trash
and dog food makes for an easy meal.
We keep our trash, feed and fertilizers in
latched storage areas and/or smell-proof
sealed galvanized steel/plastic bins, which
seems to minimize the number of bear
visits we have.

Finally, if you live in the hills, you probable
have at least a mile (or more) of dirt

or gravel road to and from your home.
How’s the condition of your road? Is
your road ready for winter? If you have
long stretches of inboard ditches with
no culverts on a steep hill and you can’t
remember when anybody worked on the
road, it’s probably time to do some road
maintenance. Checking to make sure
ditches and culverts are clear of debris is
a really easy way to avoid a major
blowout in the next big storm. Maintaining
rural roads not only ensures your safety
during the winter storm season, it also
protects salmon creeks and rivers from
siltation (which smothers their eggs
during the spawning season). If you
don’t have the equipment or know-how
to work on your roads, there are plenty
of experienced road builders in our area
who do. And remember, if you are doing
roadwork next to a fish-bearing stream,
you'll probably need to contact the
California Department of Fish and Game
(707.445.6493) or other appropriate

permitting agencies.

So remember, good stewardship means
contain your fuel, contain your trash and
contain your sediment - three keys to a
long and successful rural life!

Maya Conrad can be reached at;
707.498.2025 or mconrad@humboldt-
land.biz

Article Photo: Traditional Rural living in
Humboldt County

Eel River Hydroponics

164 Dinsmore Dr.

PO Box 701 e Fortuna, CA 95540

Phil & Gail Leavitt
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PH: 707-726-0395
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" government afraid of its citizens is'a

emocracy.

\ % = Citizens afraid of government s fyranny!”

— Thomas Jefferson
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Alternative Septic Systems:
Innovation to Improve Rural Living

Among the many challenges of living in
the country is installing a septic system
that functions properly and meets the
myriad of building and environmental
laws. The County’s Environmental Health
Department restricts the designs you can
use. But there are alternatives the County
should consider.

The citizen’s Code Enforcement Task
Force—as part of its September 2008,
report—points out there are other
options available not currently allowed

by the County to deal with environmental
health issues of rural septic systems.

The Task Force recommended that the
County should appoint a blue ribbon
workgroup to examine the “Experimental
Disposal System Program,” and make it
more user-friendly and more open to the
public. This program was developed back
in 1984 to support the use of innovative,
water conserving waste disposal systems
that allow rural landowners an alternative
to conventional septic systems. But the

program has never been utilized and the
Task Force wrote that the County has
“inadvertently discouraged its use.”

The Task Force heard from experts in the
field who indicated that many alternative
systems are routinely approved in other
counties. It also found that evidently the
water-intensive sanitation and septic codes
that the County requires are outdated.
Now—during the General Plan Update—
would be a great time for the County to
set a policy to modernize our rural

building codes.

Whether it’s due to bureaucratic inertia
or simply being uninformed, the County
is fighting the acceptance of alternative
septic systems. HumCPR believes that
they should be considering these options
now and move to allow innovative
practices that conserve water, help rural
homeowners and protect the environment.
This kind of innovation is a hallmark of
Humboldt’s rural way of life.

707-768-9151 home
707-496-5315 cell

MURRAY PLUMBING

Ted Murray

Contractor License #892506

P.O. Box 594
Hydesville, CA 95547

@

Eureka Quality Inn

1209 A4th Street
Eureka, CA 95501

PHONE 707.443.1601
FAX 707.444.8365

CHOICEHOTELS.COM

Please
fill out and

return to:

HumCPR

P.O. Box 47
Eureka, CA 95502

Humboldt
CPR’s Mission:

Humboldt Coalition for Property Rights is dedicated to preserving the rural lifestyle that

has been the historic tradition of Humboldt County. We will aggressively pursue the

right to allow all members of our community a broad choice of alternatives for living,

working and recreating. HumCPR will actively monitor and oppose actions that erode

property rights or diminish the economic viability of our community.

We thank you for your support.

It is your support that allows us to continue to fight for your property rights.

Name:

Address:

City: ~Stater—— —Zipr——
Phone: Fax:

Email:

YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED

D YES, I want to help in whatever way I can, please call or email me.
D Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of $
D I would like to be updated with current newsletters

D Please feel free to use my name D Please don’t use my name

Please mail to: Humboldt CPR ® PO Box 47 e Eureka, CA 95502

HUMBOLDT

CPRA—2—

HUMBOLDT COALITION FOR PROPERTY RIGHTS

Working to Protect Our Rural Lifestyle
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The New General Plan Will Restrict Our Right To A Rural Lifestyle - (Article Continued from Page 2)

to allow ourselves to be forced into

an Orwellian maze or prison of urban
confinement and we will not. What is
perhaps most amazing is that these

few but well organized individuals are
attempting to enforce these draconian
policies under the guise of pseudo-envi-
ronmentalism. They hide the true impact
of their plans from us in politically

correct platforms that say nothing. Most
of us know that an urban green mindset

is inherently in conflict with a rural envi-
ronment; Humboldt County along with
i’s many advantages has enough challenges,
let’s not add an ill-researched and poorly
thought out plan of forced urbanization to
the list. What may work well in the cities

is often absurd in the country. We must
refuse to be simply labeled with some kind
of cultural bar code that arbitrarily says

who we are and where we can live.

We are, of course, obligated to protect our
environment. Our water, land and wildlife
are gifts that must be preserved with the
utmost of care. The answer to legitimate
environmental questions however will not
be found by forcing our children into cities
and the shattering of the dreams they
have been promised. The one-size-fits-all
plan being advocated by a very active and
vocal few results in a Wal-Mart like plan
that suggests we live in rows of identical,
homogenized, cubicles. At HumCPR we
firmly assert that we deserve better and
moreover that we can do better. We will
only find solutions to these challenges
through creativity, innovation, and the
truly public process that has been grossly

missing from the General Plan process.

Many of the proposed provisions contained
in the new county General Plan will make
it virtually impossible to build on an
existing parcel you might already own

let alone find a piece of land to buy. The
county Planning Department leadership

is turning the permitting process into a
morass of bureaucratic maneuvering.
Approval mechanisms for obtaining
various permits, including building permits,
are being turned into a discretionary
process, with vague criteria for approval.
This makes your permit subject to the
whim of whichever county employee
happens to get your file. Worse yet is the
potential of a process that may cost the
average homeowner tens of thousands of
dollars just for permitting and take ten
years to complete. Could it be, with so
much cost and delay, the county’s hope is
that the public will become so discouraged
by the process they will simply give up and
go away?

The County Assessor is joining in on the
fray by refusing to recognize legal parcels
and add the proper owner to the tax roll.
The Assessor’s unwillingness to recognize
many valid deeds is harming many property
owners in Humboldt County. Owners
who want to build may not be recognized
by the planning and building departments
and may not be able to get permits.
Individuals may not be able to sell their
land because the Assessor is not recognizing
their ownership.

During the past year and a half the
Humboldt Coalition For Property Rights
has grown from a fledgling group of
vocal and passionate high school students
incensed by a poorly thought out
moratorium on rural home building into
the largest group of it’s type in Northern
California. With approaching 3,000
members from all walks of life and across
the entire political spectrum, we are your
friends and your neighbors, all of whom
have come together to demand that our
local politicians respect the will of the

HumCPR T-Shirts For Sale
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people and not undermine the rural
character and nature that is the very
essence of Humboldt living.

We invite you to peruse our first newsletter.
Please make yourself aware of the issues
that confront our community. We have
done our best to present many of the basics
on these pages. In the end we hope that
you will join us in our efforts to preserve
our right to make our own lifestyle
choices and to forge a better future for

our families and ourselves.

A&L Feed
McKinleyville

el 2
Humboldt County's
only
Powder River
Livestock Equipment
Dealer
North Coast's
only State licensed
Pest Control Dealer
T >
Meeting your needs
for over 35 years.

2308 Central Avenue, McKinleyville, CA
707 839-3265 aandlfeed.com

What are Property Rights?

PROPERTY RIGHTS: The right to life is the source of all rightsand the
right to property is their only implementation. Without property rights, no other rights
are possible. Since man has to sustain his life by his own effort, the man who

has no right to the product of his effort has no means to sustain his life.

The man who produces while others dispose of his product is a slave.

Randall Sand & Gravel e

707-923-2820

REALTCH®

MADRONE REALTY

Home: (707) 923-3753 * Bus: (707) 9232119  Fax (707)923-2767

Brian Elie - Broker
Robin Elie - Agent/Notary

eliebrian@gmail.com

Spluok. Pool
¥ Spa

25 Sizes Available

Viking Pool Dealer

In Ground Pool Installation
Solar

Gas Heat

Swim Spas

Pool Maitenance

Pool & Spa Repair
Complete Parts Line

Serving Humboldt & Trinity Counties

1-800-660-5111

Swimming Pool Contractor
License # 776528

PO Box 174 « Fortuna, CA 95540
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General Plan Update
Significant Quote

The Planning Department budget
in 2003/04 was $3,886,602
In 2007/08 the budget was $17,821,572.

Are we getting ?
our money’s worth{
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HUMBCLOT COALITION FOR PA0FERTY RIGHTS

Working fo Protect Our Rural Lifestyle

After 9 Years of Work and $10 Million All We Have Is A Mess

Call your Supervisor today and let them know how you feel.

Visit Humboldt CPR online at www.humcpr.org or email us at humcpr@gmail.com - (707) 268-8773
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Humboldt
House Inn

Non-Smoking Rooms * 76 Luxurious
King & Queen Rooms, most w/ Spacious
View Balconies * Air Conditioned
Deluxe Continental Breakfast « Wi-Fi Data
Port Phones * Guest Business Center In-Room
Coffee, Hairdryers & Irons Cable TV « Heated
Pool & Spa in Lovely Garden * Senior Rates
Guest Laundry « 32” Flat Screen TVs

Daily Wine & Cheese Reception
Winter (5:30 - 7:00 pm) * Summer (5:30-7:30 pm)

Open 24 Hrs « Enjoy Old Time Hospitality

(707) 923-2771

www.bestwestern.com/humboldthouseinn

701 Redwood Drive * Garberville
(North End of Town)

15% Discount With This Ad
(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)




1st Place - $400 - Jamie Hull

“The thing I love most about Humboldt County is that it seems to have
the perfect balance of urban and rural areas and lifestyles. And great
areas fo take beautiful pictures in!”

2nd Place - $150 - Joel Canzoneri

“I have always been made aware of the responsibilities associated with rural living. The
ranchers and dairymen | have lived next to have always reinforced this. There is a continuity
thread binding us rural dwellers through time. Each successive steward of the land shares a

responsibility to tread lightly and respect rural residential opportunities.”

3rd Place - $50 - Jerrod McCluskey

“I guess rural living to me is the best way of living imaginable. Being able to go in your
backyard and climb a tree, or go hunting and fishing weekly with your dad and
brother — these are just a few ways of living in our rural area that | enjoy. | love Humboldt
and everything it offers my friends and I. Keeping its traditions alive is of utmost importance
to me. The picture is of my friends out on a raft on a neighbor’s lake at our cabin.

We were doing a little fishing before dinner was ready.”

&/ “Lanp Man
CUTTEN REALTY it OFFICE
2120 Campton Rd, Suite C

Eureka, CA 95503 707.445.8811 ext. 124
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to mvest in j’omefﬁf@ Real.,
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Charlie Tripodi s

estate. If vou want the

and Agent k: : 1

; o best representation for

timberland, ranches, off

grid homes, recreation

and conservation

properties on the North

Coast, contact us...

HumCPR is a group of individuals that has as its goal the preservation of Humboldt
County’s traditional rural property rights. Congratulations to the 2008 winners for
their ability to communicate to the viewer the essence of Humboldt County’s traditional
rural lifestyle. HumCPR wishes to thank all those who paticipated in its’ first annual
Rural Living Photo Contest. Photo contest prize money was made possible from the
generosity of HumCPR members for the exclusive purpose of this photo contest.

Log onto www.humcpr.org and click on the “Photo Contest 2008” link to view the
winning photos in full color detail.

PRUPANE

EXCEPTIONAL ENERGY"
IEEEEEEEERR

PROPANE SERVICE = INSTALLATIONS = HEATING * APPLIANCES

“MAINLY BEYOND THE MAINS”

Tanks * Piping * Repair
“Your Local Propane Company”

Arcata Fortuna
822-4851 725-4465
1907 Heindon Rd. 926 Main St.
Shane McWhorter Shannon McWhorter
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